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FUJIMURA- 
SAN, GOOD 


Chapter 1: Our Secret 


JOB ON 
LAST WEEK'S 
PROPOSAL. 








THANK YOU. 
IT WAS 
} THANKS TO 
| YOUR ADVICE, 
NOT AT ALL. Ne CHIEF. 
IT WAS yy ~ 
DOWN TO { bs 
YOUR HARD 
WORK. 























id 
xoTst 
= = & q yr 
Korey 
| \ 
ey | — : HELLO. 00 
\= bs > YOU MIND IF 
4 WE USE THIS 
oy MEETING 
hd ROOM? 
cacha 
-CHACK) 
| WHA—... eet 
; WE HAVE ey A 
DIDN'T BEAUTIES \ 
You LIKE THAT \ | 
KNOW? HERE!? | 


y 












THOSE 
TWO ARE 
THE TOP 
TALENT 
OF OUR 
PRODUCT 
PLANNING 
DIVISION. 















FUTIMURA- 
SAN—OUR 
YOUNGEST 
STAFF 
MEMBER AND 
RISING STAR, 
FORMERLY 
THE ACE OF 
OUR SALES 
DEPARTMENT. 









ASANO-SAN— 
OUR DIVISION'S 
FIRST FEMALE 
MANAGER, 
SHE'S HIGHLY 
CAPABLE AND 

RESPECTED 
BY MANY 
WITHIN THE 
BY THE WAY, COMPANY. 
YOU'D NEVER 
HAVE A CHANCE 
WITH EITHER 
OF THEM, 
SO WATCH 
YOURSELF. 



















THANK YOU 
ALL FOR 
TAKING THE 
TIME TO BE 
HERE. 


I'M SURE 
YOU HAVE 
ALREADY 
LOOKED 
EVERYTHING 
OVER. 


I THINK IT’S A 
GOOD IDEA. THIS 
ALSO PROPOSAL IS 
VERY WELL PUT 
TOGETHER. 


+70 TAKE 
CHARGE 
OF THIS 
COLLABORATION 
WITH THE 
WOMEN'S 
MAGAZINE? 





wl A 
pune sNOTHING PROPOSAL 
TBeAN NARUSE CAN OF THIS 
G5OP WRITE WILL = CALIBER 


























our! STAND A CAN'T CUT 
Shy, 3 eke CHANCE. It. 
ust 
AN 
i” \ 
Xe SN 
—. 2 % 
S we Ay ¥ 
> ‘ 
LAL 
THAT'S A > 
GOOD POINT. —— 
FUJIMURA- EMAL 60 IN 
SAN IT IS, ‘ou. \ FAVOR OF — 
THEN. nisi \YFUSIMURA- 
mata- | SAN. ¥v 


SAN...?, 





WASN'T YOUR THANKS 
PLAN THE ONLY waarre TO CHIEF 
ONE THAT GOT you ASANO, 

DESTROYED TALRING ouR 
IN THE END- eeOure DIVISION 
OF-YEAR HAS HAD 
COMPETITION, A PERFECT 
NARUSE? RECORD 
SINCE LAST 
YEAR! 


COME ON... 
ISHIYAMA-SAN, 
PLEASE STOP 
YOU HAVEN'T 
SAN USED TRAINING TEASING YOUR 


CHANGED A 
TO BE 17 THEM UP... BIT SINCE THE ba Hag aa 


CHIEF'S 
DAYS WHEN YOU 
MENTOR: MENTORED ME. 


ISHIVAMA- age 

















IT'S AMAZING 
THAT SHE'S 
NOT AWKWARD 
ABOUT HER 
OLD MENTOR 
WORKING 
UNDER HER... 


FUJIMURA- 
SAN, BE 
SURE TO 

LIAISE WITH 


PUBLIC 
RELATIONS 
ON THIS 
SOON. 








BEAUTIFUL, 
CAPABLE, 
ANP KIND, 








DEEPLY 
TRUSTED 
BY 
EVERYONE. 


HER FACE 
AND HER 
WORK ARE 
BOTH SO 
WONDER- 

FUUUUUUL!! 


DELAYS AT 
PRESENT 














ALL 
RIGHT, 
NEXT UP 
ARE THE 
REGULAR 
REPORTS. 










AN 
IMPECCABLE 
MANAGER, 


EVEN 
SOMEONE 
LIKE YOU 
HAS A 
SECRET YOU 
CAN'T TELL 
SOMETHING ANYONE. 
ONLY YOU 
ANDI 
KNOW. 








+ CLOTHES 
WILL GET 
WRINKLED.., 








T FEEL LIKE 
I'M THE 
ONLY ONE 
WHO GETS 
ANYTHING OUT 
OF US BEING 
TOGETHER... 





+ AYAKO- 
SAN, CAN 
YOU STAY 
LATE 
TONIGHT? 


ARE YOU 
OKAY WITH 
SPENDING 
TIME WITH 





you 
CAN'T 
SAY THE 
ee : | SAME AT 
RELATIONSHIP gi All, 
WITH ME 1S 
JUST FOR 
FUN. 





13 

















MEN AT 
WORK KEEP 
ASKING FOR 

INTRO- 

DUCTIONS 





youre |i 7 1 DON'T 
OVER- GET You, 


SELLING YOU'RE  FUSIMURA- 
ME. POPULAR SAN. 
Y WITH MUCH 
YOUNGER, 
CUTER 
GIRLS? 


AS 
BEAUTIFUL 
AND CAPABLE 
AS You, 
PLEASE 
INTRODUCE 





TO YOU, Me. 
THOUGH. / 





I DON'T 
WANT 
YOU TO 

HATE ME. 





YOU'RE MY 


SECRET 
DEFENDER, 
CHIEF. J Ah 


sHERE'S 
THE 


Your MONEY.. 
TAXI 
RIDE 
HOME. 





YOU...AS 
ALWAYS. 


«LEAVING 
ALREADY? 


FUJIMURA- 
SAN. 





15 





+GOOD AT 
GETTING 
YOUR 
WAY. 























































































































OF COURSE 
THE PUPPY- 
00G EYES 
WOLILON'T 
——— WORK, 
\ MS Ty 
ABOUT}RS Es) 
SHE \\ 
mm ~ \\ 














IN SPITE 
OF THE 
SECRET WE 
SHARE... 
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I WANT 
YOU TO SAY 
MY NAME 
WHEN WE 
HAVE SEX. 


I WANT 
YOU TO 
TAKE YOUR 
RING OFF 
WHEN WE 
MEET. 


I WANT 
YOU TO 
TELL ME 
YOU LOVE 
ME. 





YOU'RE ah 
sucha KX ~ < 


CAUTIOUS 7 EXE 
PERSON... Go SS 
THAT 


ALONE? 





Chapter 2: Basic Envy 


welN 
MIDDLE 
SCHOOL. 


SHE WAS 
MY KIND, 
QUIET 
JAPANESE 
TEACHER, 


me 


LAD I 
RECOMMEND coup... 
$0 MANY 


BOOKS TO 
YOU BEFORE I 
LEAVE T0 GET 

MARRIED. 


COLLEGE, 
I LIKED 
AN OLDER 
GIRL IN MY 
» SEMINAR 


TASKED OUT 
SUGIMOTO- 
KUN, AND HE 
SAID YES! 
I CAN'T 
BELIEVE IT! 


I MET 


MY FIRST 


LOVE... 


FUJIMURA-SAN, 
YOU'RE QUITE 
FOND OF 
BOOKS, AREN'T 
YOU? 


IN HIGH 
SCHOOL, 
THERE 
WAS A 
GODDESS- 
LIKE OLDER 
GIRL IN MY 
CLUB. 


YOU SHOULD 
HURRY UP 
AND GET A 
BOYERIEND 


700, 
FUJIMURA, 





CONFESSING, 
BEING 
HEARTEROKEN, 
GETTING HURT... 


IT PAINED ME 
THAT I COULDN'T 
EVEN HAVE THAT. 


CONGRATU- 
LATIONS! 


IWANTA 
NORMAL 
LIFE... 


I'VE ALWAYS 
THOUGHT YOU 
WANE: WERE NICE, 


MAYBE WE 
FUSIMURA- 
COULD...? ‘ i \ pr 


SO IF YOU 


BEING ABLE 
TO CONFESS 
YOUR 
FEELINGS TO 
YOUR CRUSH 
LIKE THAT, 
WITHOUT 
A SECOND 
THOUGHT... 





_— 


=u 


“eee 











HAVEN'T 
DONE 









LUNCH IN 
LAST TIME FOREVER, 
WE MET UP FUJIMURA- 






WAS TWO 





THINGS 
OVER IN 
PLANNING? 
AS BUSY 
AS EVER? 





HMM...T'M 


NOT USED 
MUST BE +BUT THE 
TOUGH, BUT OTHERS GET la 
KEEP AT IT! EVERYTHING | WORK 
DONE Quickly YET 
ND Heap TAKES ME A 
HOME Tr UWHILE... 
STRESSES ME 
our. 


DEPARTMENT 


Is I 
DESPERATELY EXAGGERATING! 
TRYING TO 


THE Boy FILL THE 
WHO HOLE LEFT BY 
REPLACED LOSING THEIR 
YOU |S 
ALMOST IN 
TEARS EVERY 
DAY TRYING 
TO GET THE 
WORK DONE! 


REMINDS POACHING AN 
ME, YOU ACE WORKER 
SAID YOUR 1S JUST 
ARE YOU BOSS IS A WHAT YOU'D 
GETTING WOMAN EXPECT FROM 
‘ALONG a? PLANNING. 





SHE'S. 


«WELL, 
WITH 
THAT OUT INCREDIBLY 
Wey... - 
M AeOUT A 6000 AT HER 
MOVED JOB, RIGHT? 


I THOUGHT 
SHE'D BE 
DEMANDING, 
BUT SHE 
HAS A GOOD 
REPUTATION 
IN THE 
COMPANY. 


I SEEEE. SO 
te SHE'S LIKE 
\ THE PERFECT 

\}] ROLE MODEL 

FOR WOMEN 

IN MANAGE- 





COME ON! 
You KNOW 


EVERYONE'S 
~  MMTERESTED Wd IWANNA = WHATI'M 
%/A PRETTY GIRLS HEAR ALL TALKING 
ABOUT YOUR ABOUT! 


Y RELATIONSHIPS! 
COME ON, TELL LOVE LIFE, 
FUJIMURA- 

SAN! THAT’S 

WHY I CAME! 


I'm 
HAVING 
AN AFFAIR 
WITH MY 
MANAGER! 
9 





Cama 
SCLarrepy 

















It's 
ALWAYS 
BEEN LIKE 
THIS FOR 
ME... JUST 
ONE-SIDED 
CRUSHES... 


I'M 
ACTUALLY IN 
A SIMILAR 
KIND OF 
SITUATION... 




















ZIM 
ALWAYS 
THE ONLY 
ONE WHO'S: 
SERIOUS 
ABOUT IT 





Twit 
NEVER BE 
ANYBODY'S 
SPECIAL 
SOMEONE. 





HUI? 
YOU'RE THE 
ONE WHO 


LET'S START 
OVER AND 
TALK ABOUT 
THIS OVER 
DRINKS. HAVE 
A LONELY 
GIRLS' 
NIGHT OR 
SOMETHING. 


BUT WELL, 
THAT'S NOT 
REALLY A 
LUNCHTIME 
CONVERSA- 


TLL 
BE IN 
TOUCH! 











ISHIVAMA-SAN 
0 CHECK IT 
TOMORROW 
MORNING. 


AND THEN 
MAYBE 
CHIEF WILL 
PRAISE 


1 BE 
HAPPIER 
/F THIS WAS 
JUST A 
NORMAL 
ONE-SIDED 
CRUSH... 


IF THIS ANALYSIS 


1S RIGHT, I FEEL 
LIKE WE'RE GOING 
70 MISS OUR 
TARGET... 


CONSIDERING I 
TRANSFERRED 
SIX MONTHS 
AGO... 
«BUTI 
WANT TO 
START 
PRODUCING 

RESULTS, 





I CAN'T BELIEVE 
I GET TO WORK 
UNDER SUCH 
IGOTSO A WONDERFUL 
PERSON. 


BUT IM 
SUCH A BAD 
PERSON... 








ARE YOU 
STRUGGLING 
IWISHI WITH THIS: 
COULD SAY PROJECT? 
I'M ON TOP 
OF IT... 


COULD YOU 
TAKE A QUICK 
LOOK AT 
SOMETHING 
FOR ME? 


WELL... 


IT WAS 
USED INA 
DIFFERENT 
PROJECT, 

$0., 


WE JUST FINISHED 
DINNER, AND I 
REALIZED YOU 

WERE STILL 
HERE... 


I SEE..ITIS 
CRUNCH TIME, 
AFTER ALL, 


OKAY... 
WHY DID 
YOU DECIDE 
70 USE THIS 
DATA? 


REALLY 
STARTLED 
ME! 


wi BUT THE 
TRUTH IS, I'M. 
OVERWHELMED, 





SHE'S SO 
CLOSE...AND 
SHE SMELLS 

AMAZING... 


YOu DID 
WELL, 
WANT 70 GO FLUJIMURA- CHIEF, THANK 
GETADRINK SAN. YOU $0 MUCH! 
WITH ME? 


FINISHED—! 


baa IM 60 
YOU'RE NOT USELESS... SORRY 
HERE. HAVE TB cciess, |) WGK cor cAilgiNG 
SOME FOOD. 
\, CHEERUP! | wa 60 
2 TROUBLE. 





50 YOu 
DON'T NEED 
70 STRESS 
YOURSELF OUT 
$0 MUCH. 


on BUT THERE 

WILL ALWAYS 

BE SOMEONE 
WHO SEES 
HOW HARD 

YOU TRY, 
FUSIMLURA- 
SAN, 


THAT'S 
NOT 
TRUE... 


«NOTHING 
GETS PAST 
You, DOES IT? 


+010 YOU 
INVITE ME 
HERE IN THE 
HOPE OF 
MAKING ME 
CRY? 


AND HAVE 
YOUR EFFORTS 
PROPERLY LEAD 

70 RESULTS. 


af/ , 7 


THANK 
YOu, 


FUJIMURA- 
SAN, YOU'RE 
THE KIND OF 
PERSON WHO 
CAN PUT IN 
THE WORK 
70 REACH A 
GOAL... 


AND I'M 
ONE OF 

THOSE 
PEOPLE, 





20 YOu 
REALLY... 


MANAGE 
OUR LIVES 
IN THAT 
MUCH 
DETAILI? 


wd KNOW WE 
KEEP YOU BUSY, 
BUT 00 YOU 
HAVE A GOOD 
WORK-LIFE 
BALANCE T00? 


IF YOU SAY 
NO, I MIGHT 
THINK ABOUT 

CUTTING YOUR 


WORKLOAD, THANTED TO 


HEAR ABOUT 
YOUR LIFE 
OUTSIDE OF 


YOU'RE 
TRYING TO 
GET ME 
70 SAY 
SOMETHING 
BAD BY 
MISTAKE! 





vol T SEEMS 
LIKE MOST 
RELATIONSHIPS 
JUST AREN'T 
MEANT TO BE, 
YOU KNOW? 








I THINK 
THERE WAS 
SOMETHING 
WRONG 
WITH ME 
THAT DAY. 








swAND ONCE 
YOU BECOME 
AN ADULT... 


ve THATI. 
STUPIOLY 
SAID TOO 
I'VE... MUCH. 
ALWAYS 
JUST HAD 
ONE-SIDED 
CRUSHES... 


You SAY 
we BUT YOU THAT. 
DON'T SEEM 
UKE You 
WOULD HAVE 
TROUBLE 
FINDING 
SOMEONE, 
FUSIMURA- 
SAN, 


I DON'T 
NEED 
70 FIND 
SOMEONE. 





WHAT 0/0 

SHE SAY 

IN REPLY 

THAT DAY? 


WHY DID 
SHE COME 
WITH 
ME TOA 
HOTEL? 
































































































































































































































YOu MUST 
BE QUITE 
DRLINK, 
FUSJIMURA- 


I DON'T 
MIND IF YOU 
DON'T HAVE 

SERIOUS 
FEELINGS 
FOR ME... 




































































































































































480 
WiLL YOU 
JOIN ME 

TONIGHT...? 






































































































































THE ONLY 
THINGS I 
REMEMBER 
CLEARLY 
ARE HER 
SUPPLE, WHITE 
BODY AND 
HER SWEET 
WARMTH. 


FUJIMURA | \¥ 
SAN... 


i ARE YOU! 
THIS KIND | (| NERVOUS? 
OF THING, 


WE REALLY 
SHOULDN'T... 

















ae 
¢ 





























me 
tf 


Ses 
Fcrueet, 





CHIEF... 
YOU'RE SO 
BEAUTIFUL. 


I MIGHT 
NEVER GET 
ANOTHER 
CHANCE TO 
TOUCH YOU 
LIKE THIS, 





I'LL MAKE IT 


' 1 MAKE 
50 6000 FOR \ - Bee you 


NEVER 
FORGET IT. 





CONFUSION? 
CURIOSITY? 
OR... 


+ ANTICIPA- 
TION—...? 





20 YOu 
You STOP GET TURNED 
CALLING ME ON EASILY, 





DIO THAT 
PEEL 
6000? 





Ac, 
KER CHac gy I’M NOT a % 
GOING TO i J. ENDED UP 
Zoe) BE SUEDOR | HAVING MY 
ANYTHING, 7! WAY WITH 
RIGHT. CHIEF LAST 
w 


We NIGHT... 
Ms NGUAL, 
nen 

ee one 1084 


OG \ 
Mxorsul 
A, 2 lack 
I MAY HAVE 7A 
BROUGHT 
THIS ON 
MYSELF, 
BUT HOW ON 
EARTH AM I 
SUPPOSED 
TO LOOK 
HER IN THE 
EYE...? 


THANKS FOR 
STAYING OUT 60 6-6000 
LATE WITH ME 


MORNING, 
MORNING... 1 PUSIMURA- 
LAST NIGHT. 


SAN. 


CH 
CHIEF. 


; ID You AND 
SHE'S THE ? PLE A\vov7" PUSIMURA- 
SAN GO 
ALWAYS... FOR DRINKS 
TOGETHER!? 





SHE'S 
DECIDED TO 
PRETEND 
NOTHING 
HAPPENED. 
IT'S BACK... 
70 BUSINESS 
AS USUAL 


korsy > 
clack, LZ. 


IF YOU'D 
LIKE. 


wh BT'S 
GO OUT BY 
OURSELVES 

AGAIN 
SOMETIME. 





korsu 
—eoncK) 
— 


y 


OUR 
RELA- 
TIONSHIP 
IS STILL 
GOING. 








SHE AGREE 
70 GO ALONG 
WITH ME? 


Bur 
FOR NOW, I 


SHOULD 00 
MY BEST AT 
WORK... 


SuZUKHSAN 
‘Db HER 





[feve You 
| Net You 




















MY HUSBAND 
1S CHEATING 
ON ME. 


Chapter 3: Ironically 


I GUESS 
YOU'RE NOT 
EVEN GOING 
TO OFFER 
70 00 IT 
YOURSELF, 





IT 
STARTED 
SEVERAL 
MONTHS 

AGO. 








Irs 
WITH HIS 
MENTEE 

FROM 
WORK. 


+ THE 
PERFECT 
COUPLE... 


DON'T 
OVERDO IT 
IF YOU'RE 

TIRED FROM 

WORK, 





ARE COMMON 
THESE DAYS. 


BESIDES, 
HONEY, DID UNTIL 
YOU MEAN WE HAVE 


WHAT YOU ILOREN 
SAID JUST sled 


? wulT'S QUITE ” 
si HELPFUL TO 
HAVE AYAKO 
WORKING 
700. 











YOU WANT 
ME 70 QUIT 
MY JOB WHEN 
WE HAVE 
CHILDREN? 


WELL, IT 
WOULD BE 
HARD TO WORK 
AT THE SAME 
TIME, RIGHT? 


wu THE 
HARDEST 
THING IS 
TAKING 
CARE OF 
you. 





























MY HUSBAND 
WAS A KIND 
AND GENTLE 
MAN, AND 
THERE WAS 
NOTHING 
WRONG WITH 
HIM ON PAPER. 





Pgs I THOUGHT I THOUGHT 
WE COULD could 
BUILDA = MAKE IT 











IN FACT, y 
BY ALL NORMAL WORK 
APPEARANCES “aan, NM 
WE WERE re a Ne 
ME MERE WIFE AND 
HAPPY " 
COUPLE. staat 














JUST BY 
LETTING THE 
CIRCUM- 
STANCES 
TAKE THE 


sul WAS 
SUPPOSED 
70 BECOME 

AWIFE... 


+ AND 
THEN ONE 
DAYA 
MOTHER. 





























LT ACCEPTED 
FUTIMURA- 
SAN'S 
INVITATION... 
WILL YOU 
(JOIN ME 
TONIGHT s111? 


“A YOLING, 
BEAUTIFUL 
GIRL IS 
PURSUING 
ME"... 


es THAT 
SORT OF 
PETTY 
REVENGE. 


THIS... PARTLY 
GIRL WHO OUT OF 
SAID SHE CURIOSITY 

LOVED = ABOLIT.., 

ME... 





BECAUSE 


BUT THIS 
1S DIFFERENT 
FROM YOUR 
AFFAIR, 


EVERYTHING 


EVEN IF 
YOU'LL 
NEVER BE 

MINE... 


SHE WAS 
VERY 
ATTACHED 
TO ME... 


sAND SHE 
PRODUCED 
SUCH GOOD 

SOMETIMES RESULTS AT 

J wouLp : WORK THAT 

GIVE HERA I DOTED ON 

REWARD, IT HER. 

WAS NO BIG 

DEAL. 





By 
cout 
AND THE 
FACT THAT 
SLEEPING 
WITH 
ANOTHER: 
WOMAN 
PEELS 
G00D TOO. 


IVE 
NEVER 
FELT THIS 


SHE WAS 
DEFINITELY 
NOT 
LOOKING 
FOR MORE 
THAN THAT. 


AND 
THAT'S 
PRECISELY 
WHY I 
ACCEPTED 
HER, 


Now 
SOMETIMES 
I'M THE 
ONE 
INVITING 
HER OUT. 


eyu 
(Squeeze) 


~% 


> 


4 Vay 


WHAT I 
HADN'T 
EXPECTED 
WAS... 


1s THE FACT 
THAT WORK 
WAS NOT 
THE ONLY 
THING SHE 
EXCELLED 
AT... 


THE MORE 
WE SLEPT 
TOGETHER... 












I NEVER 
KNEW 
THAT A 












CHIEF 





IT's I'M 60 2 RELA 
UNUSUAL SORRY. ASANGE TIONSHIP 
FOR YOU I WAS WHERE 
TO BE SO LOST IN i woe 

DISTRACTED. THOUGHT. CONSIDER HAVE 
THE FUTURE TO... 


WOULD BE 
$0 COM- 
FORTABLE 


ARE 
You 
TIRED? 


SOT 
WILL GIVE A I'M OKAY. 
REPORT ON CONTINUE. 
THE MARCH 

MARKET 

TRENDS 


NEXT TIME. 


IS THERE 
ANYTHING 
ELSE TO 
ADDRESS? 





LET'S END 
THIS WEEK'S 
REGULAR 
MEETING 





“MY 
MOTHER 
WANTS US 
TO COME 
OVER FOR 
DINNER 
THIS 
WEEKEND.” 
















CHIEF? 


FUSIMURA- 
SAN. WHAT ve Ke, 
Is IT? DW ao 
C = 


IF THERE'S 
ANYTHING 
I CAN DO, 

PLEASE LET 


you 
SEEM TIRED 
LATELY... 


T'LL TAKE 
YOU UP ON 
THAT. ARE 
YOU FREE 
TONIGHT? 





KARAN 
ccLINK) 


IT'S NOT TO BE 

YOUR FAULT, HONEST, 
FUJIMURA- }\ THINGS. 
THAT'S SAN. 


AREN'T GOING 
SO WELL 
WITH MY 

HUSBAND. 


IT'S ALL 
BECOME 
ANNOYING 
LATELY. IN 
ALOT OF 
ways. 
































BUT IT's 
ana rs) a 2 BAD THAT IT's 
; : “-4 THAT" GETTING IN THE 
100 KIND, a = we Anite WAY OF MY 
FUSIMURA- \—< 4 Way OF My 
SAN. 4 fe? 


+ THAT'S 
WHY THE 
MOST FUN I 
HAVE THESE 
DAYS IS... 








I KNOW 
IT'S NOT MY 
PLACE TO 
INTERFERE 
IN THIS, 


veL...DON'T BUT... 


THINK YOU 
SHOULD 
HAVE TO BE 
WITH YOUR 
HUSBAND IF 
YOU DON'T 
WANT TO... 





a hana 
Oe NN 


cuitoren 
BY , 
MYSELF. \ 


THAT 
BEING SAID, 
WE'VE 
7 BARELY 
+o AH, IT'S EVEN 
NOLUSE SPOKEN 
COMPLAINING LATELY. 
TO YOU ABOUT . 
THIS. SORRY, 
FUSIMURA- 
SAN. 


a ! awe a 


Wy J 
DO You = YA —| af 
WANT TO GO | | 
ON A TRIP + 
TOGETHER 
SOMETIME? : = 





are you \ WE'VE NEVER 


SURE? DOING EVEN HAD A WE COULD 


SOMETHING SO PROPER DATE GO TO 
EXTRAVAGANT ON A DAY OFF 
ALL OF A BEFORE! SPRINGS, 
SUDVEN:.: Just THE 
TWO OF US. 


AND You 
| CAN ASK 
TLL BE ME OUT ON 
INCREDIBLY _ A DAY OFF 
HURT IF ANYTIME. 
YOU'RE 
JUST BEING 
POLITE! 


THANK 
YOU FOR 
TONIGHT. 





6 ip IF ONLY 
Seo WELL’ We HAD 
Os = Wb “scTHEN We TOMOR- { «1's Late, 
coun co GOW 60 T'LL 
By \ Straight ~ DROP YOU 
ou y 
‘ : HOTEL... ) OFF HALF 


WAY IN THE 
iim S Axl. 















































































































































































































































+FOR 

MAKING 
YOU COME 
OUT WITH 
ME TODAY. 


THANK YOU 

FOR ALWAYS 

PAYING FOR 
M— 









































UWA... 
THIS IS 
AMAZING... 





sl 
GOING TO 
MAKE ME 
_ CONCE/T- 
£0. 


++ THAT YOU 

WANT ME TO 

STEAL YOU 
AWAY. 


Z (—F7 
+ HOWEVER 
YOU LOOK I CAN'T GET 


AT IT, SHE ANY WORK 
DEFINITELY DONE. I KEEP 
CROSSED A REMEMBERING 

LINE. LAST NIGHT... 


COULD IT BE 
THAT SHE 
ACTUALLY 
? 











IT's 
ALREADY 


BEEN THREE 
YEARS, BUT 
I HOPE I 
CAN HELP... 


YES, 

I GUESS 
HE CAN BE 
USEFUL AT 

TIMES. 


YOU'RE 
Too 


T HEARD 
THAT YOUR 
HUSBAND 
IS QUITE A 
CATCH! 


I WAS 
WONDERING 
IF you coup = THANK 
GIVE ME You, 
SOME ADVICE, 
CHIEF 














CON- 
GRAT- 
ULA- 
TIONS! 








HUSBAND AND 
I WENT TO SEE 
A FEW PLACES 
BEFORE WE 
DECIDED. 


AND IN THE 
END, HE 
MANAGED TO 
NEGOTIATE 
A CHEAPER 
PRICE, SO 
WE CAME 
IN UNDER 
BUDGET. 











WOW! WHAT A 
BUSINESSMAN! 





HOW DID 
YOU DECIDE 
ONA 


VENUE? 




















DID YOU GO 
ON YOUR 
HONEYMOON? 





SORRY TO 
INTERRUPT, 
BUT COULD WE 
TALK FOR A 
MOMENT? 


YOU MEAN, 
ABOUT MY 
WELL, HUSBAND 
THERE'S BEING 
NO POINT USEFUL? 
IN BEING 
HONEST 
ABOUT THAT 
AT WORK, IS 
THERE? 


I Just 
THOUGHT 
THAT WHAT 
YOU WERE 
SAYING 
WAS QUITE 
DIFFERENT 
FROM 
YESTERDAY. 


AUSTRALIA. 
IT WAS HIS 
CHOICE. 


YES, ALL 
RIGHT... 








LYING TO 
YOURSELF 
ABOUT 
YOUR OWN 
FEELINGS, 
PRETENDING 
NOT TO SEE 








I... 
UNDERSTAND 
THAT IN MY 
HEAD, BUT... 





























IT’S JUST, 
HEARING 
YOU TALK 
ABOUT YOUR 
HUSBAND... 
= 
zZ 
THAT WAS 
A LONG 
TIME AGO. 
DON'T 
WORRY 
ABOUT IT. 






























































YOU'RE 
B Just so 
IGuESST cue WHEN 


DON'T HAVE its 
ANY RIGHT semlolis... 
TO SCOLD 


YOU ABOUT 
BEHAVING AT 
WORK. 


























BaTan 
SHuT) 














SHE MUST 
KNOW THAT 
DOING SUCH 
THINGS WILL 
JUST MAKE 

ME LOVE HER 

MORE. 
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WE'RE JUST 
PLAYING 


LOVERS, 
AREN'T WE? 





SAN'S 
HOPES UP... 


1 EVEN 













EVEN IF 
I HAVE 
ACTUALLY 
FALLEN 
FOR HER, 
WHERE 00 
WE GO FROM 
THERE...? 







. THAT 
WOULD 
HAPPEN... 


[feve You 
| Net You 


: Almost As If It Were Real 





PROPOSAL i oath 
T'VE BEEN fo auarre® 
WORKING 

ON... 


WAS 
ACCEPTED 
TO THE 
COMPETITION 
NEXT WEEK! 








ALL THAT'S 
tuar’s erit|| BEEN DECIDED NICE ONE, 
PLENTY SO FAR IS FUJIMURA- 
\wressive!]] THAT I CAN f F SAN! 
COMPETE, hy 
THOUGH... 













YOU'LL HAVE 
yes. TO TRAVEL 
FOR THIS 
T'lk BE COMPETITION, 
ACCOM- E WON'T YOU? 
PANYING 






YOU ON THE 














































SO IT'LL 
LEAVE THE 
TICKETS 
AND HOTEL 
RESER- 
VATIONS TO 
you. 























WAITA 
SECOND, 
DOES THIS 


SPEND AN 
OVERNIGHT 
BUSINESS 
TRIP WITH 
CHIEFI? 


THINGS WOULD 

TURN OUT THAT 

CONVENIENTLY 
yy 









you 
DID IT. 


























PHEEEW. 
IT's 
OVEEER!! 








THANK YOUR 
; you! PRESENT- 
Ai hires ATION WAS 
TO You EXCELLENT. 
REHEARSING 
WITH ME. 


CONGRATU- 
LATIONS ON 
CLOSING 
THE DEAL! 











GLAD IT 
HELPED. 


YOU MEAN 
WHEN THE 
GENERAL 
MANAGER 
INTERRUPTED? 


HADN'T BEEN 
THERE TO 
SUPPORT 
ME, WHO 

KNOWS WHAT 

WOULD HAVE 

\\ HAPPENED... 








SIGN: REALTY 


WASN'T 
FULLY 
PREPARED. 


IT WAS A 
REASONABLE 
«AND I'M THING TO 
DISAPPOINTED ASK... 
IN MYSELF 
FOR FAILING 
TO ANSWER A 
QUESTION I 
SHOULD HAVE 
ANTICIPATED.. 












AND... 
EVEN IF 
SOMETHING 
WAS TO 
HAPPEN... 


CONFIDENCE 

IN YOURSELF 

AND YOUR 
WORK. 








T'LL MAKE 
SURE THIS 
PROJECT 
SUCCEEDS! 





76 


FOR YOU 
AND FOR 
EVERYONE ELSE 
SUPPORTING 
ME...! 
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= F «WELL, 
FIRST THINGS 
POCUSED ON YES! }; Ana : 
SIGHTSEEING THERE ARE | 


BEFORE sucH || SOME PLACES 
AN IMPORTANT TWAS 
PRESENTATION? || HOPING TO 
GO WITH YOU 
IF WE HAD 


CELEBRATE 
CLOSING 
THE DEAL 
TONIGHT? 




























































LTS 
JUST LIKE 
WE'RE ON 








* VACATION 
~. TOGETHER. 
An. 
\ IM \ 
SS GETTING 
CARRIED 
AWAY —.. 
if 
Ra ah 
e my = SP ae 
BREAKFAST ~ ' \y 
IS AVAILABLE / A + YOUR Ane. 
IN THE CAFE { ‘| BREAKFAST 
ON THE FIRST TICKETS 
FLOOR FROM AND ROOM 
SIX THIRTY = KEYS. 


AM, 





T mT THOTT 
MTT Tm TTT 
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IT'S A 
SATURDAY, 
SO WE 


CAN TAKE 
OUR TIME 
LEAVING, 

CAN'T WE? 
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£ 
SHOULD 
THANK 


™ /t HAVEN'T You. 


HAD FUN 
ON A 
BUSINESS 


TRIP INA 
WHILE. 





SOON 
AS I'VE 
TAKEN A 
SHOWER. 















I'LL BE 
WAITING. 


CACHAN 
CeHuT) 


DOES 
THIS: 
MEAN I'M 
NOT THE 
ONLY ONE 
~2 GETTING 
% CAUGHT 

UP IN THE 
MOOD...? 














I NEVER 
THOUGHT 
SHE 
WOULD 
ASK ME 

FIRST... 













I WONDER —- 

WHEN I 
LAST HAD we ALL 
THEM THIS DONE. 


SHORT. 























= = 
: O RRP 
- 7 
VA a 2 
= 
N ha 
\ J. 
\ y Nv \") 
7 \ 
NEED A 
GUESS 
] Son oY rit Reap 
| | A B00K oR 
| — | SOMETHING... 
| 20) 
we / 
" N crug2s0 
3 | Ree. 
Bl yuwsw 3 
y 7 


ta 




















WHEN YOU. 
INVITED ME, 
1 COULDN'T 
HELP GETTING 
EXCITED... 


OF 
COURSE I 
CAME. 








I LOOK 
FORWARD TO 
SEEING HOW 
AN EXCITED 

FUJIMURA-SAN 
IS DIFFERENT... 





I CAN'T Hi 
IT. THINKING 
OF BEING 
TOGETHER 
ALL NIGHT 
MAKES ME SO 
HAPPY... 


STARTING 
OUT A BIT 
INTENSE? 

















BECAUSE 
IT WANT 
YOU TO 

FEEL GOOD 
TOO... 
















































































OH, SO 
IT’S MY 
FAULT? 


YOU'RE 
ALREADY 
WET... 


BECAUSE 
YOU'RE 
SO CUTE, 
AYAKO- 

SAN... 


THIS HAS 

ALWAYS 

BEEN MY 
DREAM. 


70 BE 
LOVED BY 
SOMEONE 
LIKE THIS. 


I ALWAYS 
WANTED 
AYAKO- 
SAN TO 
LOVE ME. 














AS LONG 
AS I HAVE 





ELSE, SO... 





FUJIMURA- 





I'VE 
NEVER 
FELT SO 
FULFILLED 
BEFORE... 


I'M 60 
HAPPY 
I COULD 
DIE RIGHT 
I WOULD HERE. 
miss \ 
yOu. 









GOOD 
MORNING. 


+ YOU PICK 

STRANGE 

THINGS TO 
WORRY ABOUT, 
FUJIMURA-SAN. 


YOU COULD HAVE 
DONE I. 


SORRY 
FOR ONLY 
WORRYING 

ABOUT 
STRANGE 

THINGS. 


IT’S ONE OF 
THE THINGS 
1 FIND CUTE 
ABOUT YOU, 
FUJIMURA- 
SAN. 


T WOKE 
uP A 
~ AND LITTLE 
COULDN'T Witte 
DECIDEIFIT ago... 
WAS OKAY TO 
kIss YOU. 


LDpa't WANT 10 
WAKE YOU. 








I REALLY 
saint, DO LOVE 


You, 
AYAKO- 





FUJIMURA- 
SAN... 









































CAN YOu 
BELIEVE IT? 


DID 
SOMETHING 
HAPPEN? 


shld? YOU 
DON'T KNOW!? 
THE WHOLE 
COMPANY'S 
room = TALKING 
TELL ME, 


APPARENTLY, 
THERE'S A 
MANAGER 
HAVING AN 

AFFAIR WITH A 

TEAM MEMBER... 
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































[feve You 
| Net You 


Chapter 5: Trivial Doubts 


CAN YOU 
STAMP THIS, 
CHIEF? 


YOUR 
QUOTE WAS 
APPROVED, 

THEN? 





CONGRAT- 
ULATIONS. 
I EXPECT 
GREAT 
THINGS 
FROM You. 





wow! IT 
LOOKS 
AMAZING! 


SURPRISED 
YOU PICKED 
A CAFE LIKE 


LAID-BACK 
PLACE 
WOULD BE 


.BUT THE 4 S 100 
BASIS OF PERSONALLY 
MARKETING / PREFER 
IS MARKET Z PLACES LIKE 
RESEARCH. a THAT... 


YOU'RE 
AMAZING, 
CHIEF! } 








you I PEEL 
SAY LUCKY TO 
..BUT YOU THAT... GET A DATE 
ALWAYS WITH YOu 
IMMEDIATELY ON A DAY 
WANT To if OFF. 
GO BACK TO 
YOUR PLACE. 





BECAUSE 


INVITING 
YOU HOME 
IS PART OF 
THE DATE. 


THIS IS 
THE ONLY 
TIME 
YOU'RE 
EVER 





I'M GLAD 
I ASKED 
YOU OUT. 


FUSIMURA- 
SAN, WHERE 
DO YOU WANT 
TO GO NEXT 
TIME? 











WELL, WE 
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SORRY 
IT'S NOT 
MUCH. 


I ONLY 

HAVE A 

FOLDING 
ONE. 


ALL RIGHT, 

I'LL TAKE 

YOU UP ON 
THAT. 

















AND 
ANYWAY, 
YOU CAN 
RETURN IT 
ANYTIME, 

CAN'T YOU? 


MU, 


PLEASE 
USE THIS, 
AYAKO- 
SAN. 


I DON'T 
WANT YOU 
TO GET WET, 
EVEN THE 
TINIEST BIT! 





.-EVEN 
THOUGH 
THE 
STATION 
IS RIGHT 
THERE? 
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IT'S NOT 


ONE-SIDED 
ANYMORE. 
FROM 
NOW ON, I 
ALWAYS... 


+: WANT 
70 BE 

SPECIAL 

TO you. 





YOU GET 
WALKING 

Ane, WELL, DOWN I SAW 
FOR SUCH OMOTE- YOu WITH 
DIFFERENT ANDO, CHIEF LAST 
RRORLE: SATURDAY. 














IT'S NOT 
EXACTLY 
WORK- 
RELATED. 





























I DON'T QUITE 

KNOW HOW TO 

SAY THIS. 
AN 
Tiss 


BU 


















































































































































































































































you 
JOINED AT 
THE SAME 
TIME, SO T 
THOUGHT 
YOU MIGHT 
KNOW 


SOMETHING. 


I MEAN 

ABOUT 

SUZUKI- 
SAN. 








HOW DOES 
HE KNOW 
\\ ABOUT 
i US—..7 
J, 
/ 
SX 
\ S 


THERE'S A 
RUMOR... 


+ THAT 
SUZUKI-SAN 
IS HAVING AN 
AFFAIR WITH 

HER BOSS. 








WE 
DID JOIN 
TOGETHER, 
BUT...HAS 
SHE DONE 
SOMETHING 
? 


































NO! YOU'LL 
GIVE PEOPLE 
THE WRONG 
IDEA. I’M 
AN HONEST 
Guy! 





gab THIS IS SAN. 
ie Youve HOW you 
Era. ALWAYS 
lorior PICK UP 
“ice... WOMEN, 
Pe ent It. 


Wie 


I MIGHT 
COME TO YOU! 
FOR ADVICE 
SOMETIME 
SOON, 


WAS JUST 
ALITTLE 
SURPRISED... 


ASKING 
ABOUT 
SOMETHING 


STRANGE. 


ABOUT 
DINNER 
TONIGHT? 














ISHIYAMA- 


EVEN IF HE 
Is, I WISH 
THEY'D KEEP 
IT OUTSIDE 


+FOR NOT 
REALIZING 
BACK THEN.....+ 


WHAT? 
ISN'T THE 
MANAGER 
OF SALES 
DIVISION 2 

AN OLD 

MAN? 


IT...MUST 
BE BECAUSE 
OF SUZUKI- 
SAN. THAT'S 
WHY SHE'S 
TURNING ME 
DOWN... 


I’M SORRY, 
SUZUKI- 
SAN... 


ZT HAVEN'T 

HAD A DATE 

WITH CHIEF 
IN TWO 








ANYTHING: 
ELSE 
YOU'RE 
UNSURE 
OF? 






























THERE ARE 
PEOPLE 
MAKING 
AND FUN OF 
THERE ARE SUZLKI- 
THOSE SAN... 
WHO LOOK 
DOWN 
ON HER 
SAYING 
SHE'S 
IMMORAL. 


EVEN 
THOUGH 
NO ONE 

ACTUALLY 
KNOWS: 
WHAT THEIR 
SITUATION 

IS. 














IF YOU'RE 
FREE...THIS 
WEEKEND... 





FUTIMURA- 


2 ‘SAN. 
_— 
L > 
WE SHOULD \ 
STOP SEEING ee : 
EACH OTHER a ( 








FOR A WHILE, 


Y...-YOU'RE 
RIGHT... 













THERE 
IS THAT 
THING WITH 














ALITTLE 


WHILE 
AFTER THAT, 
SUZUKI-SAN 

QUIT AND 
LEFT THE 
COMPANY. 





















FROM A 
RATIONAL 
POINT OF 
VIEW... 


1D DON'T 
THINK 
THERE WAS 
ANY NEED 
FOR HER TO 
LEAVE, 


+ BECAUSE 
Lie 


Ss 










vel I WAS 
IN THAT 
SITUATION, 
I'M SURE I 
WOULD 00 
THE SAME... 











I THOUGHT I 
UNDERSTOOD 
THAT. 


NO 
MATTER | KOS. 
HOW IT 
oRessi7 | 1 
UP... y 


couace) 


wel THE 
END, OUR 
RELATIONSHIP 
WOULD JUST 
BE SEEN AS 
A SORDID 
SCANDAL, 





IF SHE'S 


SPECIFICALLY evel ? J YOUR 
} MOTHER IS 


CALLING. 








i 
ma Pr e 
—— ine) “Beep 





Ayako- 
san? 
Sorry to 
call so 
late. 















































1's 
OKAY. 
YUUSUKE- 
SAN IS 
HERE, IF 
YOU WANT 
me think HIM... 
about 


Ayako- 
san... The family 
You're not across 
getting any the street 
younger, had a new 
you know? grandchild 
recently. 





YOUR 
SON IS 
ABSORBED 
IN 
SLEEPING 
WITHA 
wp YOUNGER 


HE DOESN MAN. 


SEEM 
INTERESTED 
IN TRYING 
FOR A BABY 
WITH ME. 





+s THANK 
you, AS 
ALWAYS. 


wT 


Your body 
won’t be 


So | was 
thinking... 
before the 
burden 
becomes 








too much... 


able to 

bear the 
strain 

soon... 








I GUESS 
THAT GOES 





Our 
neighbor 
gave us 
some 
peaches 


again this 


year. 


We have 
so many, 
Vil send 














YOU CAN 
TAKE SOME 
TO THE 
OFFICE 
AGAIN, 
AYAKO. 


EITHER THAT 
OR T'LL HAVE 
TO OVERCOME 
MY HATRED 
OF PEACHES. 





YOU STILL 
HAVEN'T TOLD 
YOUR MOTHER 
YOU DON'T LIKE 

PEACHES? 


COME 
ON... JUST 
TELL HER 
I CAN'T EAT rer 
THEM ALL BY oxay> 
MYSELF, AND 
IT'S HARD TO 
CARRY THEM 
TO WORK. 


WELL THEN, 
I LOOK 
FORWARD TO 
NEXT YEAR. 








WELL, NO 
HELPING 
THAT, I 
GUESS. 














IM 
ACTUALLY 
RELIEVED 

TO HAVE AN 

EXCUSE TO 
TURN HIM 

DOWN... 


++ ABOUT 
MY DUTIES 
ASA WIFE, 
AND ABOUT 
MY ROLE AT 
WORK, 


IF OUR 
SECRET 
WAS EVER 
EXPOSED... 





EVEN IF IT 
WAS JUST 
WHILE I 
WAS WITH 
FUTIMLURA- 
SAN, I 
WANTED TO 
FORGET... 





+I WOULD 
LOSE 
EVERYTHING... 












I CAN 


SOMETHING 
HANCLE... 


THAT'S NOT 









Chapter 6: No Regrets 


iNARUSE HUN: HEY! WOULD wae ee ey ae 
YOU PLEASE STOP TARGET THANKS 
CONTRIBUTION TALKING ABOUT NARUSE-KUN “9 FUSIMURA- 
TO OUR ME LIKE I'M A it oe SAN'S 
LIABILITY? Aon” EFFORTS. 





I'M GOING TO 00 
MY BEST TO GET 
EVEN BETTER 
RESULTS IN THE 
‘SECOND HALF OF 
THE YEAR! 


Pr) 
GLOW ~F 


al 


i \ Z 





our 
DEPARTMENT 
MANAGER 
ALSO SPOKE 
HIGHLY 
OF You, 
FUJIMURA- 
N. 


SHUT UP, 
NARUSE. 





dead 
HAVEN'T 
TOUCHED 
HER SINCE 
THAT DAY 
ALMOST 
A MONTH 


FUJIMURA- 
SAN, DO 
YOU WANT 
ANOTHER 
DRINK? 


HERE'S THE 
MENU. 
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LIGHTWEIGHT 
THAN YOU 
LOOK, AREN'T 
YOU, ISHIYAMA- 
‘SAN? 


HOW 


FAST? 


WAIT A 
SECOND. 
HOW 
A EXACTLY 
WOMANIZER DO YOU SEE 
—m ME, ASANO- 
SAN...? 


HEY, 
DON'T 
ALL 
SPEAK IN 


CHORUS 
ASANO- “Like 


SAN, STOP tyaT! 
LAUGHING 


AND HELP 
i Me! 





i 
la? ah 


SIGNS CTOP-BOTTOM: TORIYOSHI, TURKISH CUISINE 








THANK YOU NOt COME 
4s couv-|| FOR INVITING anes WITH US, 
Hearteo |\ ME, BUT I'LL A- 
eaneD tigate FUSIMURA 

DIRTY LITTLE 


niko 
coMiLed 








ARE YOU 
ALL GOING 
TO AN 














AFTER- 
PARTY? 














+ THOSE 
TWO ARE 
THIS? VERY CLOSE, 
JEALOUS OF AREN'T 
FUSIMURA- THEY? 
SAN, 
PERHAPS? 


5) 
IT'S NICE TO 
SEE FEMALE 
COWORKERS 
GETTING 
ALONG... 



































WELL, I'M 
GOING THE 
SAME WAY 
AS CHIEF, 


+:GOOD 
NIGHT, 
EVERYONE. 

















WHAT? 


SOUNDS LIKE THE WOMEN 
THERE'S A IT WAS IN MY OLD 
GOOD STORY TOUGH DEPARTMENT 
THERE!! TO GET WERE ALWAYS: 
AT EACH 
OTHER'S 
THROATS. 
TELL 
Us ALL 
ABOUT IT, 
NISHIMATA- 
SANI! 


YES, DESPITE 
APPEARANCES. 


ISHIYAMA- 
SAN TAKES 
GOOD CARE OF 
THEM, DESPITE 
APPEARANCES. 


DESPITE 
APPEAR- 
ANCES... 


Pret. 
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FUJIMURA- 
SAN... 
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1 (ae 








I HAVEN'T 


TOUCHED 
YOUR BODY 
FOR SO 
LONG. 









WISHING... 








THAT LATE 
ALREADY...? 


+MY 
HUSBAND 
Is 
PROBABLY 
HOME. 

















WHAT 
WERE YOU 
THINKING? 












BUT YOU 
CAN HIDE 
IT UNDER 
YOUR 
CLOTHES. 


IT'S BEEN 
$0 LONG, 














ee I COULDN'T 
wilar TM MyseLe.. 
ISKING. 


you 
PROMISED 
TO NEVER 
LEAVE A 
MARK... 













NO...T'M 





/ NOT... «ARE 
z YOU STILL 
/ HAVING SEX 
“Ty . WITH YOUR 
PY sn HUSBAND? 
_ |e — CREaK 

















OTHER DAY. 











AND IF 
I KEEP 
REFUSING 
HIM, SOONER 
OR LATER 
HE'LL GET 
SUSPICIOUS 











vTP YOUR 
HUSBAND 
ASKS YOU 
FOR IT, 
YOU WON'T 
REFUSE HIM? 


A 
COUPLE? 


CAN You 
REALLY CALL 
YOURSELVES 

THAT? 


IF YOU'RE 
SATISFIED 
WITH YOUR 
LIFE WITH 
YOUR 
HUSBAND... 


2 WHY 

DO YOU 

ACCEPT 
MY INVITA- 
TIONS...? 
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«NOT 
HAVING ANY 
OBLIGATIONS... 





















+ BEING 
ABLE TO 
00 AS YOU 
PLEASE 
LIKE THIS. 





UNLIKE 
YOU, Lon 





AM 














IN NO 
POSITION 
TO INSIST 
ON HAVING 
wy MY OWN 
MARRIAGE, WAY. 
my 
POSITION 
IN THE 


COMPANY... 


oyu 
CCLENCH) 


EVERYTHING 
186.1. 


yar 
THOUGHT 
I WANTED 
ALL 
THESE 
Bur ow THINGS... 
I CAN'T 
EVEN 


IF ONLY 
I COULD 
HAVE 
MET YOU 
SOONER... 

















and CANNOT 
MEET THOSE 
EXPECTATIONS. 


.» WHATEVER 
ELSE YOU'RE 
HOPING FOR 
FROM ME. 
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«SHOULD 
NEVER HAVE 
STARTED THIS 
IN THE FIRST 
PLACE. 











Chapter 7: Where Happiness Lies 

















CHECK THIS 
ESTIMATE? 


ANY TIME 
THIS 
WEEK 
WOULD 
BE FINE. 


+ALL RIGHT. 
LEAVE IT 
THERE FOR 

















ALSO... 
WHEN YOU HAVE 
TIME, I'D LIKE 
TO ASK FOR 
YOUR OPINION 
ON THIS 
PROPOSAL. 























/ CAN YOU ASK 
ISHIYAMA- 
SAN ABOUT 
THAT 
IF THERE'S INSTEAD? 
A PROBLEM, 
YOU CAN 
COME TO ME 
ANYTIME. 








CHIEF, 
DID You 
BRING AN 
UMBRELLA? 


YOU CAN 
RETURN IT 
ANYTIME, 








OH YEAH. 
AYAKO- 
SAN... STILL 
HAS MY 
UMBRELLA... 


AFTER THAT, 
WE WENT 
BACK TO JUST 
HAVING A 
PROFESSIONAL 
RELATIONSHIP. 


DIFFERENTLY 


FROM THE 
OTHER TEAM 
MEMBERS, 








PASHA 
cepLasH) 


i 


[9 
Sa 


ke 





ANDI . 

REALIZED YOU A 
WERE STILL oe 
HERE, SOI 
CAME BACK, = 

& FUSIMUIRA- 
fs SAN, 
ARE YOU 
FREE 
we TONIGHT? 















































+ NOTHING 
EVER 
HAPPENED. 


WE JUST 
FINISHED 
DINNER... 


xorsl. 
(ounce 





FUSIMURA- 
SAN... 


1 THERE'S 
NO WAY 
IT COULD 
EVER MAKE 
AYAKO-SAN 
MINE, 


1 BEING ABLE 
70 DO AS YOU 


PLEASE LIKE 
THS, 





AFTER ALL, 
I'M A WOMAN, 
AND OLR 
RELATIONSHIP 
1S ADLULTER- 
OUS... 





FROM THE 
START, I 
NEVER 
MEANT TO 
GET MY 
HOPES UP. 


NOT 
HAVING ANY 
OBLIGATIONS... 










vee WISHI 
HAD NEVER 
FALLEN 
FOR YOU IN 
THE FIRST 
PLACE, 


voDF THIS 
/S HOW 

THINGS ARE 
GOING TO 

BE... 











WHY 
CAN'T 
I BE 
SOMEONE 
SPECIAL 
70 YOU? 








WHAT WAS 
THE POINT 
OF ALL 
THAT TIME 
WE SPENT 
TOGETHER? 





















































OR... 
IS YOUR 
FACE JUST 
SWOLLEN? 





«OH 
WAIT, 


THAT’S 
ME! JUST 
KIDDING! 





INTRODUCED 
ME TO 


SIGN: SUSHI 


FUJIMURA- 
SAN...DID 
YOU GAIN 
ALITTLE 
WEIGHT? 


ANYWAY, YOU 
SURE KNOW A 
LOT OF THESE 
HIGH-END 
RESTAURANTS, 
DON'T YOU? 





+ THANK 
YOU FOR 
INVITING ME 
OUT TODAY, 
FUSIMURA- 
SAN. 
WHEN I’M SERIOUSLY. 
ALONE, T 
END UP 
THINKING 
ABOUT A 
LOT OF 
THINGS... 


CAN 
I VENT 
ABOUT 
SOME- 
THING? 


SPITEFUL 
OF ME, 
BUT... 





+s WHEN 


ie THE AFFAIR 
1 WAS WON! / GOT FOUND 
THE FIRST 
THING THAT 
POPPED 
INTO MY 
HEAD. 

















J FELT LIKE 
I LOOKED SO 
MUCH BETTER 
THAN THIS 
PATHETIC OLD 
LADY WHO WAS 
SCREAMING 
IN HER 
HUSBAND'S 
WORKPLACE. 
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+-BUT T 
GENUINELY 
FELT LIKE 

HE WAS 

HEARTLESS. 


LIKE, 
“GIVE 
ME BACK 
MY TWO 
YEARS!" 


+ YOU 
MIGHT BE 
SHOCKED 

TO HEAR ME 
SAY THIS, 
BUT... 


IT'S NOT 
AS THOUGH 
T...DION'T 
FEEL GUILTY 
ABOUT HIS 
FAMILY... 


selN THE 

END, HE 
CHOSE HIS 
WIFE AND 
CHILDREN. 


OF US IS. 
REALLY THE 
HEARTLESS 
ONE, AM I 

RIGHT...? 








+ YOU'RE 
AN IDIOT. 


















wi NEVER 


EVEN 
HAPPENED, 











KINONESS, 














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































I THOUGHT 
STANDING 


I DOING? 
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































OKAY, 
UNDERSTOOD! 


ANYTHING 

FOR You, DO YOU HAVE 

FUJIMURA: FIVE MINUTES 
TO DISCUSS 
THIS SALES 
PROMOTION!? 


AND SHE'S 
STUDYING 
HARD, EVEN 


WHEN SHE'S 


BUSY WITH 
WORK. 


I NEED 
TO LEARN 
FROM HER 
EXAMPLE. 


T WILL CALL 
YOU BACK 
AS SOON 

AS IT'S 

CONFIRMED! 


FUJIMURA- 
SAN IS 
REALLY ON A 
ROLL THESE 
DAYS. 





NOT 
YOU SEEM REALLY. 
TO BE VERY 

INTERESTED 





+ YOU'RE 
PRETTY 
oro BLUNT 
NOT TO. aun 
Aion AREN'T 
AUTHORITY. a 


THINK 
FUJIMURA- 
SAN WILL 
RESPOND TO 
YOUR FLIRTING, 
ISHIYAMA-SAN. 


UNFORTU- 
NATELY. 








1 YOU 
WOULD 
HAVE 





SSWwiTH 
“ANYONE? 


| 






















NOT EVEN 
ENOUGH 
TO STOP 

YOU DOING 

YOUR JOB 

CALMLY? 























PERFORM MY 
EXPECTED 
ROLES 
PERFECTLY... 


AND LIVE 
WHEREVER 
Pa 
NEEDED, 


I JUST HAVE 
TO KEEP /T 
TOGETHER, 

LIKE I 
ALWAYS 
HAVE—... 





0H, UH. .HERE 
TILL SEND THANK ‘ARE THE 
THIS OVER TO Iu. DOCLMENTS FOR 
MANUFACTURING THE APPROVAL 
ONCE IT'S BEEN YOU REQUESTED 
APPROVED. THE OTHER DAY. 


IT’S NO 
TROUBLE. 
IT'LL BE 

MORE 
EFFICIENT 

IF I DO IT. 























] Naruse, 
NISHIMATA, 
YOU FREE 


<\ TONIGHT? 








Chapter 8: I Forgive Youg 













THE 
ORDER 

FORM AND 

QUOTE THAT 















IT LOOKS 
LIKE THEY 
NEVER 
REACHED 
MANUPAC- 
TURING... 









WHAT!? DID 
YOU CHECK 
PROPERLY!? 


THEY'LL 
NEVER 
NARUS 


SEL ob very 


CARE OF 
THIS LAST 


WEEK? 




























BUT 
MISTAKENLY 
FILED THEM 
AS FINISHED, 
AND DIDN'T 
PROCESS 








+ YOU 
DECIDED TO 
SUBMIT THE 
DOCUMENTS 
IN PLACE OF 
NARUGE... 






THAT'S 
CORRECT 


+ LET ME 
HELP YOU. 


APOLOGIZE TO 
THE RELEVANT 
DEPARTMENTS: 
TOMORROW 
AND SORT 
EVERYTHING 
OUT... 


ORIGINALLY 
MY RESPON- 
SIBILITY... 





ENTIRELY 
MY 
FAULT. 





SHIN 
SILENCE) 


«HEY, HEY. 
THERE'S NO 
NEED TO 
TAKE THAT 


TAKE THIS TONE. 


TIME... 


OF COURSE 
WE'RE 
GOING TO 
HELP EACH 
OTHER OUT 
AT A TIME 
LIKE THIS. 




















WELCOME 
HOME. 





wl HAVE 
70 GO 
ONA 
BUSINESS 
TRIP NEXT 
WEEKEND. 


JUST FELT 
LIKE EATING 
SOMETHING 
SWEET. I 
MUST BE 
TIRED. 








—— 


“BUSINESS 
TRIP" 1S 
WITH THAT 
OTHER 














IF YOU'RE 
JUST 
GOING 
TO USE 
MEAS A 
SUBSTI- 
TUTE... 


Vigepon tt 
NO, No. ‘a oii 
40 Engen Jes SINCEREST 
, ! 
PROPERLY APOLOGIES! 
TOO... 





MANAGING A 
TEAM MUST 
BE A HEAVY 

BURDEN FOR 


IT's TOUGH A WOMAN. 


ENOUGH FOR 
MEN. THE 
COMPANY 

SURE IS 

MEAN, /SN'T 

IT? 


We'LL 
ADJUST THE 
PRODUCTION 

LINE AND 

WORK 
SOMETHING 

ourT. 


WELL, 
IT'S ONLY 
TO BE 


EXPECTED. Z / 























+. WE WILL 

MAKE SURE 
NOTHING 
OF THIS 
NATURE 

EVER 

HAPPENS 

AGAIN. 





ONCE 
AGAIN, OUR 
SINCEREST 
APOLOGIES. 














GETTING 
READY TO 
LEAVE, 
CHIEF? 












WELL 
THEN, I'LL 
BE WAITING 
BY THE 
ENTRANCE. 









PaTAN 
¢suur> 









LEIS 


I Just 
FINISHED 
TOO. SHALL 
WE HEAD 


HOME 
TOGETHER? 
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| korsy 
(Cac) 


FUSIMURA- 
SAN, THANK 
YOU FOR 














EVEN IF 
YOU DID 
SEE A ™ 
SHAMEFUL Z ite 
+ 
















I DIDN'T 
REALLY DO— 



















UM... 
U-UM, IN CHIEF, 
APuRELY WOULD 
PROFESSIONAL YOU LIKE 
CAPACITY, TO GET 
OF COURSE, | DINNER 
MEAN—... TONIGHT? 


THANK YOU. 

I'LL TAKE 
YOU UP ON 
THAT. 























NARUSE-SAN 
RECOMMENDED 
THIS FOREIGN 
IT WAS 

neAltEon, RAMA TO Ne 

SO I WAS DAY, 

PLANNING ON 
BINGING THE 
WHOLE SERIES 
IN ONE GO. 




























I'M GLAD 
WE CAN 
TALK 









DID I ALWAYS 
FEEL THIS 
COMFORTABLE 
WHEN 
WE WERE 
TOGETHER...? 












NARLUSE- 
KUN DREW 
YOU IN, 
DIDN'T HE? 


HE DID! HE 
WAS SAYING 
STUFF ABOUT 
HOW HAPPY 
HE WAS I 
FELT THE 
SAME WAY! 





«I FOUND 
OUT IT 
HASN'T 
ALL BEEN 
RELEASED IN 
JAPAN YET! 

























SAN IS 
EVILIL 













SORRY... 2 CHIEF, 
MAYBE T 5 ay Ape you 
HAD A BIT : 7 OKAY? 
TOO MUCH t : ) : 

TO DRINK... | ~ < 














(er 





YOU'VE 
SEEMED 
VERY TIRED 
LATELY. 











SIGNS (LR): KAMADOYA, RAMEN 


aK 


enc 


cH 
aeRO 
at 













PLEASE 
COME IN 
AND REST 
FORA 
WHILE. 














1...REALLY AM 
USELESS... 





ONLY THING 
IMPRESSIVE 
ABOUT ME IS 
MY JOB TITLE, 


+s THERE'S 

SOMETHING 
YOU ONCE 
SAID TO ME. 


SAID THAT 
THERE'S 
ALWAYS 
SOMEONE 
WHO SEES 
HOW HARD 
YOU TRY. 


ALWAYS 
BEEN 
WATCHING, 


AND IT'S 
NOT JUST 
ME...IT'S 
THE WHOLE 
TEAM. 


WE ALL 

WANTED 
TO HELP, 
BECAUSE IT 
WAS YOU. 








+ WHAT AM 
I SAYING? 
I'M IN NO 
POSITION 
TO PREACH 

AT YOU LIKE 


$0 IT'S 
OKAY TO 
STOP 
HOLDING IT 
ALL IN... 


AND 
COMPLAIN 
ONCE INA 

WHILE. 





+»-FUJIMURA- 
SAN. 

















+1. SUCH 
AN EASY 
AND 
SIMPLE 
THING? 


WHY HAVE 
I BEEN 
PRETENDING 
NOT TO 
NOTICE... 











WHAT I 
TRULY 

WANT TO 

CHERISH 
1S. 









NARLISE-KUN, 
THERE WERE 
NO PROBLEMS 
WITH YOUR 

PROPOSAL. 










LEAVE IT 
TO YOU TO 
CIRCULATE 
It. 








“iT 


i 











COULD WE 
HOLD A 
BRIEFING 
SESSION FOR 
THE STRATEGY 
MEETING...? 



























PUT IT 
IN MY 
SCHEDULE, 
WHEREVER 
THERE'S 

SPACE. 










CHIEF 
ASANO, 
IT'S TIME 
FOR THE 
MEETING... 


Chapter 9: I Love You So Much, I Hate You 





COULD I 
ASK YOU TO 
PARTICIPATE 

IN NEXT 

WEEK'S 

STRATEGY 

MEETING? 





WOULD I'D LIKE YOU 
THAT BE TO GIVE A 
POSSIBLE? PRESENTATION... 


+ THAT WILL 
WIN OVER 
"A THE SALES 
YES! OF DEPARTMENT 
COURSE! : 2 ABOUT THAT 
START-UP, 














eI COULD 
HAVE HELD 
AYAKO- 
SAN TIGHT 
THAT 
DAY... 
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AS LONG AS 
AYAKO-SAN 
|S HAPPY, 
THAT'S 
ENOUGH... 


AFFAIR IN 
THE FIRST 
PLACE. 


NO, NO, 
NO! CUT 
THAT 
OUT AND 
GIVE UP 
ALREADY! 


JE I COULD 
SWITCH MY 
FEELINGS 
OFE THAT 
PASILY... 





S$... 
SORRY 
FOR 
SCARING 


FUJIMURA- 





T'LL ADD IT 


SORRY 
FOR THE 
SHORT 
NOTICE. 


FOR 
TONIGHT'S 
«I'D MEETING... 
LIKE YOU 
TO ADD THE 
START-UP 
PROJECT TO 
THE AGENDA 
AND GIVE 
A REPORT 





WE'RE 
GOING FOR 
DRINKS 
LATER. DO 
YOU WANT 
TO JOIN? 
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ALMOST 
CHRISTMA: 


or 








I SAW 
YOU IN 


THE 
DISTANCE. 





UH... THE 
LIGHTS ARE 
LOVELY, 
AREN'T 
THEY...? 











UKE WAVE 
drs WORK 
70 TAK 


THING 


YOU HAVE 
CAKE AND 
STUFF AT 
CHRISTMAS, 









FUTIMURA- 
SAN...f 


«GETTING A 
DIVORCE. 








U 





= NOD 


wat a 
7 =a) 





T ALREADY 
SETTLED 
EVERYTHING 
WITH HIM. 


v 
= 
= 
= 
3 
z 


LEFT IS 
THE LEGAL 
PROCESS. 














see THOUGHT 

THAT WAS A 
SHORTCUT 
TO MAKING 

MYSELF AND 
EVERYONE 





ELSE HAPPY. f 






















LYING TO 
YOURSELF 
ABOUT YOUR 
OWN FEELINGS, 
PRETENDING NOT 
70 SEE THEM... 





«THAT I 
HAD TO BE 
THE PERSON 
THEY 
WANTED ME 














+I ALWAYS 
FELT THAT 
I HAD TO 
LIVE UP 
TO OTHER 
PEOPLE'S 
EXPECTA- 
TIONS... 





























IT MIGHT 
BE SELFISH 
OF ME TO 
SAY THIS 
NOW, BUT... 


+I WANTED 
YOU TO HEAR 
IT FROM ME 
WHO'S FOUND 
MY OWN 
VoIce— 


we THAT IT 
WASN'T MY 
JOB OR MY 
HUSBAND 
THAT WAS 
TYING ME 
DOWN. 


IT WAS 
MY OWN 
COWARDICE. 



















































































































































































ye 
Ne 
ss 
h 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































w 
x 
a 
» 
na 
a 


THE FINAL 
EPISODE OF 


A DRAMA OR 
SOMETHING 








+ THIS IS 
THE MOMENT 


NI 
WOULD HOLD 
YOU CLOSE 


AND KISS 
YOU, LIKE ON 
TV. 


BE OKAY 
INSTEAD? 





+. LOVE 
YOu TOO, 
AYAKO- 
SAN. 





YOU'LL 
BE FINE, 
FUJIMURA- 
SAN. 














THE 
DEPARTMENT 
MANAGER IS 

DEFINITELY 
GOING TO GRILL 
ME IN TODAY'S 
MEETING, ISN'T 
HE? 


























T'LL PAY 
YOU BACK 
WHEN I 
MAKE IT 
BIG... 














MY HELP 
DOESN'T 
COME 
CHEAP. 











UT YOU 
KNOW I 
DON'T MIX 
BUSINESS 

WITH 
PLEASURE. 


I'M 
COUNTING 
ON YOu 
TO SAVE 
ME IF IT 
GETS BAD, 
AYAKO- 
SAN. 


I'M THE ONE 
WHO MAKES 


THE PROMOTION 
RECOMMENDA- 
TIONS... 














WE'LL 
PROBABLY 
BE LATE, SO 
HOW ABOUT 
WE JUST 
EAT AT 
THE USUAL 
PLACE? 







++ SOME- 
TIMES: 
CRYING, 
SOMETIMES 
LALIGHING... 


WHAT ARE 
WE DOING 
FOR DINNER 
TONIGHT? 




















HAVE A 
LITTLE 
SECRET WE 
CAN'T TELL 
ANYONE, 
RIGHT? 












SOMETHING 
ONLY YOU 
AND I KNOW. 








Ayako Asano 
Age: 33 
Product Planning 
Division Manager 


*Born December 8. 

Height: 5 feet, 4 inches 

*Married. 

Asano is her maiden name. 
Her husband’s surname is 
Shimizu. 

Assigned to the research and 
development department as a 
new graduate. 

— Moved to the product 
planning division. 

*Played basketball (PG) in school. 

Does yoga or goes running on 
days off. 

*Recently got into making 
smoothies. 

*Wears slightly expensive labels, 
such as Unieed Arrows and 
Theoey. 

*Uses name brand handbags. 
























Saori Fujimura 
Age: 26 
Product Planning 
Division 


















*Born May 9. 
*Height: 5 feet, 5 inches 





== +Single. 


*Has always been interested in 
women. 


. *Assigned to the sales department as 


anew graduate. 


| —» Moved to the product planning 


division. 


a Played handball (LB) in school. 
. ¢Tends to spend days off relaxing at 


home. 


= *Recently got into foreign dramas 


and is not getting enough sleep. 


Wears labels like Loueie and 


Seidel, but also Unielo and Zare. 
Not very picky. 








I LOVE YURI 
STORIES ABOUT 
YOUNG WOMEN, 


SO THAT'S ALL 
T WRITE. 


I THOUGHT 
SERIOUS 
CAREER WOMEN 
WOULD BE 
AGGRESSIVE 
«BUT _ AND SCARY... 
THEY'RE 
ACTUALLY 
ALL KIND 


I WANT TO 
WRITE AN 
OFFICE- 
ROMANCE 
MANGA 
ABOUT THESE 
WONDERFUL 
CAREER 
WOMEN...! 





























YAayr 






NICE TO 
MEET YOU! 
MY NAME IS 

YUNI. 


I THINK THE 
WOMEN WHO 
GET PROMOTED 
ARE OFTEN THE 
ONES GOOD 
AT BUILDING 
INTERPERSONAL 
RELATIONSHIPS, 
NOT JUST 
AT THEIR 
JOBS... 





| 1dla06160d | 

























1 APEAR GU HOW ABOUT 
nN A LESBIAN 
warms |"aetWON HEH | orrice worKER 
A SHORT WO | HEH/ LANDING HER 
MANGA, Women: BEAUTIFUL, 
wONe THING ITCH E MARRIED BOSS— 
LED TO ISN'T THAT THE 


FAIRLY 
ANOTHER, 
anor was CASHALLY, 
ASKED TO fre 
MAKE IT 
INTO A FULL 
VOLUME...! 


Co 


BEST!? 


















THE THINGS: 
YOU WANT TO 
DO AND THE 
PERSON YOU 
WANT TO BE CAN 
CHANGE OVER 
THE COURSE OF 

vaAND YOUR LIFE... 


BALANCING YOUR 
OWN HAPPINESS 
WITH YOUR 
DUTIES AND 
OBLIGATIONS 
IS HARD, ISN'T 
Ma? 





‘SHOULENT 
you DE 
THAT, 










WHAT BO 
YoU TWo 
THINK? 

















IALSO 

THOUGHT 
DEEPLY 
ABOUT 

AFFAIRS. 































THIS 1S THE 


+-.FOR CONCLUSION 























































































NOW, I'M THAT ASANO- 
GRATEFUL SAN AND 
TO ALL OF FUTIMURA- 
YOU WHO SAN 
SAW THEM REACHED. 
THROUGH TO 
THE END! 
THE ROAD 
AHEAD FOR 
ae. Re THESE 
i tO RIE TWO MIGHT 
TO soUT NOT GEA 
Aa Z SMOOTH 
\ wo una ONE, BUT... 
Se ke 
7 SoM 


| feveYousi? MUCH, 1QeeVou 


Yuni 
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